How To Run A Mac Server:

Initial Setup

By Brian Stucki
Macminicolo.net - Your Mac mini in a data center.The perfect low-cost server.
FarAwayMac.com - Tips on running a Mac server.
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Menu.



[ Desktop ' Screen Saver !

Solid Aqua Blue

(1 Plants

(1 Black & White

v Apple
é Apple Images
(1 Nature

(] Abstract
() Solid Colors
(1 Pictures Folder
» iPhoto Albums
¥ Aperture Projects
I Library

[ Change picture: every 5 seconds

’2‘ Random order

In the “Desktop & Screen Saver”
pane,itis a good idea to change
your desktop to a solid color.This
allows for better performance when
using a remote control app.

If you have more than one server,
consider different colors for each
machine or location.
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Desktop & Screen Saver

Screen Savers

v Apple
@ Arabesque
’& Computer Name
’& Flurry
a iTunes Artwork
’& RSS Visualizer
% shell
@ Spectrum
@ Word of the Day

¥ Pictures
» Mac and RSS

1 Use random screen saver

I 1 Show with clock

( Hot Corners... \

Desktop = Screen Saver ]

Preview

0

Start screen saver:

30

lhr

If you will not have a monitor on
your server, it is a good idea to set
the screen saver to start “Never.”
This saves you from the VNC bug
that will sometimes make the
screen unreadable when awaken
from a Screen Saver.



[ General = Filevault Firewall '

"1 Require password to wake this computer from sleep or screen saver

For all accounts on this computer:
S Disable automatic login
"1 Require password to unlock each System Preferences pane
[ Log out after 60 @ minutes of inactivity

"1 Use secure virtual memory

S Disable remote control infrared receiver

This computer will work with only the paired C
remote.

'J“ﬁ Click the lock to prevent further changes.

Under Security, be sure to disable
Automatic login.This will help your
machine stay secure after a restart.

Out of the box, any Apple Remote
will work with any machine. If your
Mac is an Intel machine with an
infrared receiver, disable the
receiver.



Still under the Security tab, enable
the firewall.

If you are configuring this server
! General  FileVault = Firewall | ) remotely, you'll want to be sure any
ports are open prior to enabling so

(O Allow all incoming connections )r/r?u ‘;Tﬁ not locked out of your
() Allow only essential services achine.
O Set access for specific services and applications

Mac OS X normally determines which programs are allowed incoming connections. Select this
option if you want to allow or block incoming connections for specific programs.

File Sharing (AFP)
Printer Sharing
Screen Sharing

s

I{h Click the lock to prevent further changes.




“BGS" is the name Bluetooth devices use to connect to this computer

) Bluetooth Power " Discoverable

=8

Type Mouse
Services Mighty Mouse

Paired | Yes

Connected @ Yes

) Show Bluetooth status in the menu bar

Chdvancs ) @

Under the Bluetooth pane, you
have two options.

If you are not going to use
bluetooth peripherals, just power
off bluetooth.

If you are going to periodically use
bluetooth controls, you'll still want
to disable the Bluetooth Setup
Assistant found under the
Advanced tab.This will allow the
machine to restart during those
times when you do not have your
keyboard and mouse connected.



Under Energy Saver, bring both
sliders over to “Never.”

Also, uncheck the box that allows
[ Sleep = Options ! ‘ the hard disks to sleep.

Put the computer to sleep when it is inactive for:

1 I I 1 I
1 min 15 min 1hr

Put the display(s) to sleep when the computer is inactive for:

1 min 15 min 1hr 3 hrs  Never

ﬂ Never letting your display sleep may shorten its life.

"1 Put the hard disk(s) to sleep when possible

( Restore Defaults )

I‘“ Click the lock to prevent further changes.




! Sleep = Options |

Wake Options:
SWake for Ethernet network administrator access

Other Options:

) Allow power button to sleep the computer
1 Automatically reduce the brightness of the display before display sleep
¥ Restart automatically after a power failure

( Restore Defaults )

[{n Click the lock to prevent further changes.

Clicking on the Options tab will
give you four more options.

Set the machine to restart
automatically after a power failure.

Don't allow the power button to
sleep the computer. This will help
avoid accidental downtime when
the button is inadvertently pushed.
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P AirPort

Connected

P Bluetooth
Not Connected

- Built-in Ethernet , <
Not Connected R

P Built-in FireWire =
Not Connected

+| = |8 |

Status: Cable Unplugged

The cable for Built-in Ethernet is not
plugged in.

Configure: [ Manually

IP Address: I222.222.222.222

Subnet Mask: 255.255.255.0

Router: 222.222.222.1

DNS Server: |212.212.212.212

Search Domains: I

(Chdwanced ) @)

[‘1 Click the lock to prevent further changes. ( Assistme... ) ( Revert ) ( Apply )

Servers should have a static ip
address. Under the Network tab, set
to configure manually and then
enter the network information.

Press apply.



In the Sharing pane, enable the
options you'd like to run.Common
services include:

File Sharing for allowing FTP and
AFP to your server.

Computer Name: IMacminicoIo

Computers on your local network can access your computer at: Web Sharing for hosting a website.
Macminicolo.local

Remote Login to connect via SSH.
: ) This is very useful for a second
On | Service © Web Sharing: On option of control when VNC/ARD is

| Screen Sharing Web Sharing allows users of other computers to view Web pages in the sites not working.
g File Sharing folders on this computer.

71 Printer Sharing Remote Management to enable
Web Sharing Your computer's website: ARD and VNC for control of your
Remote Login http://10.0.1.2/ server. (See next page for options.)
Remote Management
Remote Apple Events Your personal website:
Xgrid Sharing http://10.0.1.2/~stucki/
Internet Sharing
1 Bluetooth Sharing

DD EEE

[f Click the lock to prevent further changes.




All local users can access this computer to:
B Observe

8 Control

M Show when being observed

g Generate reports

g Open and quit applications
24 Change settings

g Delete and replace items
M Send text messages

M Restart and shut down

g Copy items

( Cancel ) 6—0!(—-9

BShow Remote Management status in menu bar

1 Anyone may request permission to control screen

EVNC viewers may control screen with password: esesecseece

Computer Information
These fields are displayed in the System Overview Report.

Info 1: Info 3:

Info 2: Info 4:

( Cancel ) &0&3

When enabling Remote
Management, you'll be asked to set

the permission on what a user can
do.

Tip: Hold down Option when
clicking the first box and all
remaining boxes will check as well.

When setting Remote
Management, click the “Computer
Settings” button to enable VNC and
set a password.



Under Accounts, set up your users
and select those that can
administer the machine.Be sure to
set a password for security.

My Account ( M Login Items }

¢+ Brian Stucki

|3 § Admin
¥ Other Accounts m ( Change Password... )
Candace .

Admin

Guest Account User Name: IBrian Stucki

Sharing only
.Mac User Name: brianstucki

Address Book Card:

gAllow user to administer this computer

("I Enable Parental Controls ( Open Parental Controls... )

@ Login Options

[+]-]

[‘1 Click the lock to prevent further changes.




Switch to the Login Items to
choose which applications youd
like to start automatically on a
restart.

My Account | password ' Login Items |

¢—+ Brian Stucki
P &§ Admin These items will open automatically when you log in:

¥ Other Accounts Hide  Item | Kind
Candace 1 @ BlogAssist Application
% Admin 1 4] SMARTReporter Application
Sch‘;fif‘tgﬁif:’“"t 1 4 URLwell Application
W @ SizzlingKeys4iTunes Application
M & TapDex Application
= Shades Application
M ZMainMenu Application

To hide an application when you log in, click its Hide checkbox.
[+]- |
@ Login Options

[+]-]

Iim Click the lock to prevent further changes.




Under Date & Time, it is usually
easiest to set date & time
automatically.

\ If your server will only be used on a
[ Date & Time = Time Zone  Clock | * LAN and not have an internet
connection, set it manually.

¥ Set date & time automatically: lApple Americas/U.S. (time.apple.com) !

2/ 7/2008 [7) 7:43:09 AM [3)

A~
v
-

QOO February 2008
SMTWTFS
12
34560809
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29

To set date and time formats, use International preferences. ( Open International... ) @

IP Click the lock to prevent further changes.




0o Date & Time Set your Time Zone under the next

tab.

{ Date & Time ' Time Zone  Clock 1

Click your part of the world, then choose a city from the pop-up menu.

Time Zone: PST

Closest City: |Cupertino - US.A.

dﬁ Click the lock to prevent further changes.



Under Clock, set to display the time
with seconds.This is useful when
controlling the machine remotely. If
ever it appears locked up, you can
reference the seconds ticking to

| Date & Time  Time Zone | Clock | see if it is just the app or the whole
machine.

¥ Show date and time in menu bar

View as: () Digital () Analog
™ Display the time with seconds
™ Show AM/PM
") Show the day of the week
" Flash the time separators
[ Use a 24-hour clock

A

"1 Announce the time: f On the hour v ] ( Customize Voice...

IP Click the lock to prevent further changes.




[ Scheduled Check  Installed Updates '

Software Update checks for new and updated versions of your software
based on information about your computer and current software.

(" Check Now )

Last check: No new software updates were available.
Tuesday, February 5, 2008 3:58 PM

M Check for updates: | Weekly 4]

™ Download important updates automatically
You will be notified when the updates are ready to be installed.

Software Update will allow you to
set your machine for weekly checks
on updates.This will allow you to
keep the latest security on your
machine.

Have the apps downloaded
automatically, but as they arrive be
sure to inspect them individually.
Confirm that they won't break your
current configuration before
installing.



This ebook released under the Creative Commons license.
Feel free to distribute it and email it around. Just don’t change it and do keep attribution.
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